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* Licence (CPL), with at least 1,000 flying
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airfield for servicing. “It saves space in | passengershavinga
good view of the local

. the Engineering and Maintenance

_\ TMA found that there
was alot of redundancy
in the wiring looms -
especially after new
radios and a traffic alert
and collision avoidance |
system [TCAS) were

Edward. “If an inbound flight is delayed,
the tourists here remain at their resorts
and we have to lay on extra flights for
them as well as those scheduled for that
day. However, we only fly by day so we
are limited to operating from around
gam to 6pm. It is not a good idea [from
a safety point of view] to operate a
floatplane at night.

*We aim to employ pilots with a
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hours and preferably with floatplane
experience, although a wheels-to-float
conversion course is around six hours.
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hangar,” said Ahmed ‘Shad’ Shahid, (e Wodd)

Manager. “An aircraft on floats, on a
paved surface, is a lot higher than on
wheels.” Shad has around 112 people
working for him on the engineering side
™4 and 60 on the technical side - of which
. 20 are licensed engineers. They are split

between normal aircraft operations at the
TMA terminal and hangar inspections.
“We give the aircraft a thorough service
about every 125 hours,” said Shad. “We
also put them through a C or D Check
every three years - the normal length

is five, but we find that operating on

<alt water day to day, it is well worth

the increased frequency to check for
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corrosion.” His engineering department
operates from 5am - to get the aircraft
ready for a 6am take-off - until around
9.30pm, after the day’s flying has
finished. “We have built a new workshop
for rewiring work,” he added. “We found
that there was a lot of redundancy in
the wiring looms - especially after we
fitted new radios and a Traffic Alert and
Collision Avoidance System [TCAS] - and
as a result we have managed to lighten
the aircraft considerably. Virtually the
whole fleet has been rewired in the last
two years.” Each aircraft takes about ten
days for the rewiring and continuity >
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